THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

pray you to note down or rather to frame into
paragraphs or sections, such matters as may occur
to you as fit and proper for general communi-
cation at the opening of the next session of Con-
gress, not only in the department of state, but on
any other subject applicable to the occasion, that
I may in due time have everything before me."
To Hamilton he wrote in 1795, " Having desired
the late Secretary of State to note down every mat-
ter as it occurred, proper either for the speech at
the opening of the session, or for messages after-
wards, the inclosed paper contains everything I
could extract from that office. Aid me, I pray you,
with your sentiments on these points, and such
others as may have occurred to you relative to my
communications to Congress."

The best instance is furnished in the preparation
of the Farewell Address. First Madison was asked
to prepare a draft, and from this Washington drew
up a paper, which he submitted to Hamilton and
Jay, with the request that " even if you should
think it best to throw the whole into a different
form, let me request, notwithstanding, that ray
draught may be returned to me (along with yours)
with such amendments and corrections as to render
it as perfect as the formation is susceptible of; cur-
tailed if too verbose ; and relieved of all tautology
not necessary to enforce the ideas in the original or
quoted part My wish is that the whole may ap-
pear in a plain style, and be handed to the public
in an honest, unaffected, simple part'/ Accordingly, 4
Hamilton prepared what was almost a new instru-ongress, not only in your own
